THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC
PRESENTS THE

WILD & WONDROUS INDIA
STUDY TOUR - 2008

WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON:
WILDLIFE NATIONAL PARKS, THE HIMALAYAS IN SIKKIM,
& THE UNIQUE REGION OF ASSAM

INCLUDING A LUXURY CRUISE ON THE BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER  OF 8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS

23 DAYS / 21 NIGHTS

Departing Monday 03 November, 2008
Returning Tuesday 25 November, 2008

COST: from $ 8,835 twin-share *
Single Supplement: from $3,345 *
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The NSW Geographical Society's Wild and Wondrous India Study Tour , 2008
ITINERARY

1. Mon. 03 Nov. Sydney to Delhi. Depart Sydney by Singapore Airlines flight SQ 232 at 12.45 pm - a daytime flight to
Singapore. Arrive in Singapore at 5.40 pm, and transfer to the evening flight to Delhi. Depart Singapore at 6.40 pm on
flight SQ408, and arrive in Delhi at 10.00 pm. Transfer in. Stay 2 nights: Taj Palace Hotel, Delhi.

2. Tue. 04 Nov. Exploring India's wonderful old capital. After breakfast, enjoy a tour of fascinating Old Delhi
starting with what was the first city, Shahjahanabad, spreading west of the Red Fort built by Shah Jahan 1638-1648, its
Jama Masjd — India’'s largest Mosque (built 1644-58 and holding 25,000 at prayer), its colourful busy shopping bazaar -
Chandni Chowk, and ancient Qutab Minar from the early Afghan city here with Humayu's Tomb. In contrast, in the
afternoon, explore New Delhi, with its wide avenues, landscaped gardens and modern buildings — Connaught Place,
Parliament, India Gate World War | memorial, Parliament, President's Palace and other Government buildings. In the
evening, enjoy the famous Dances of India Show. (B, D)

3. Wed. 05 Nov. To Agra and the world's most beautiful building . After breakfast, drive to Agra by coach in 4to 5
hours, and check into the hotel; in the 16t and 17w centuries, this city on the Yamuna River was India's capital. On the
afternoon tour, see the great fort and palaces built by Akbar and Shah Jahan, and spend time atsunset at the
magnificent Taj Mahal. This famous mausoleum, built by 20,000 labourers and craftsmen for Shah Jahan's wife in the
years 1630 to 1648, is the highlight of any visit to India, no matter how many times it is seen. Shah Jahan was
deposed and imprisoned by his son, Aurangzeb, in 1658, and could only look at his monument to love from afar.
Afternoon city tour and the Tag Mahal at sunset. Stay 1 night: Taj View Hotel, Agra. (B)

4. Thu. 06 Nov. Into the sanctuary areas of Rajasthan. After breakfast, travel west from Agra into drier country in
Rajasthan, stopping at Keoladeo Ghana National Park in Bharatpur, a renowned World Heritage-listed wetland bird
sanctuary of only 29 sq km, best seen between October and February when many of its migratory birds arrive including
the highly endangered Siberian crane. A total of 354 bird species have been identified, and many may be seen in large
numbers while travelling the roads by pedicab or walking along well-made trails lined with Babul trees. Then, after
lunch, drive to the village of Abhaneri with a famous baori (a deep step well flanked by a crumbling palace), and
continue on to our accommodation at Dera Lake Retreat at Kalakaho for dinner, and an evening cultural program put
on by the nearby villagers. (B, D)

5. Fri. 07 Nov. Visit a desert tribal village and then a large National Park. Early morning camel-cart ride out into
tribal rural country to visit a typical village. Then, after early lunch in the resotort, drive for 4 to 5 hours to
Ranthambhore National Park, one of India's largest (1334 sq km) and most famous parks, and the place where seeing
a tiger in the wild is more likely than anywhere else (even Bill Clinton saw one here). Receive dinner on arrival. Stay 2
nights: Taj Sawai Madhopur Lodge with all meals included. (B, L, D)
6. Sat. 08 Nov. Game drives in very beautiful landscapes. In a full day's program, explore the National Park by
Canter (a special open-topped sight-seeing truck) with a good chance of seeing a tiger (over 40 are thought to be
here), "but even if you don't, it is worth seeing the park for its beautiful scenery alone ... a system of lakes and rivers
hemmed in by steep, high crags, and on top of one of these is Ranthambhore Fort, built in the 10 century.... The area
was a hunting preserve of maharajas” (LP). All meals provided. (B, L, D)
7. Sun. 09 Nov. A last game drive and then to the Pink City. ~ Another morning drive in the park by canter, searching
for wildlife. Then, after lunch drive 4 hours to Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan. Stay 1 night: Taj Mahal Palace Hotel,
Jaipur, with a drive around the city provided in the evening. Jaipur city is called “pink” because of its construction in
pink sandstone; under flood-lights, see the Great Palace built by Jai Singh in the 18th century, the beautiful Palace of
the Winds built in 1799, and the astronomical observatory built in 1728. (B, L)
8. Mon. 10 Nov. Jaipur, Amber and Gurgon. A morning at leisure in Jaipur, but for those being here for the first time,
an optional excursion is available to Amber, the ancient capital of Jaipur State before Jaipur was built. Take an
elephant ride up to the spectacular fortress-palace constructed in 1592 by Raja Man Singh, the Rajput commander of
Akbar’'s army. Then drive towards Delhi in the afternoon (5 hrs), to stay in Gurgon within striking distance of Delhi
Airport for tomorrow's departure to the Himalayas. Stay 1 night: Park Plaza Hotel. (B)

9. Tue. 11 Nov. To the Himalayas in the Northeast.  After breakfast, transfer to Delhi's Domestic Airport, and depart
on Jet Airways flight 9W 601 at 10.10 am. Arrive in Bagdogra, in the foothills of the Himalayas (West Bengal) at 12.15
pm, and drive 96 km in 3 hours on a spectacular road up to Darjeeling which spreads out across a ridge at 2100 m,
surrounded by tea plantations, and with fine views of the high peaks of the snowcapped Himalayas. Stay 2 nights in the
famous Elgin Hotel with afternoon at leisure and all meals. (B, D)

10. Wed. 12 Nov. In the Darjeeling district. ~ Early morning drive 11 km to Tiger Hill, the highest point in the district,
to view sunrise over a 250 km stretch of the Himalayas, including Everest (8848 m), but Kanchenjunga (8598 m), the
highest peak in India, and world's third highest, in particular. On the return journey, visit the Goom Monastery, and,
after breakfast in the hotel, enjoy a sight-seeing tour of the district including the Himalayan Zoological Park attempting
to preserve endangered species, and the Tibetan Refugee Centre, the Chowk Bazaar and Botanical Gardens, and city
museums. Afternoon at leisure with lunch and dinner. (B, L, D)
11. Thu. 13 Nov. To the tiny country of Sikkim. Start the day with a short trip on the famous 100-yr-old "toy" train
with spectacular views, and then join our bus to continue north through landscaped tea plantations, and to visit one and
its processing plants. Travel through the Teesta Valley, cross into Sikkim (area 7,100 sq km; population 550,000) -




permit required, and continue on to historic Gangtok (population 100,000) on the ancient trade route between Tibet and
India, with the afternoon at leisure. Stay 2 nights: Dashi Delek Hotel, Gangtok, located on the main street, with fine
views from its terrace.. (B)
12, Fri 14 Nov. Explore the Gangtok district. ~ Morning drive to the famous Monastery of Rumtek, seat of the Head of
the Kagyu Order of Tibetan Buddhism with golden and jewel-studded Chorten or Stupas, the Tibetan Institute, and an
Orchid Museum. Enjoy walks in the surroundings in the afternoon. (B)
13. Sat. 15 Nov. To the beautiful town of Kalimpong. By a different route in the morning drive back to West Bengal
in the Himalayan foothills, to Kalimpong (population 47,000), surrounded by rolling hills and deep valleys. Originally
part of Sikkim, it was taken by the Bhutanese in the 18w century, and then the British in the 19+ century, and is now part
of India with nurseries for export flowers. Afternoon tour of the district including visits to a cactus nursery and the
famous large Zong Dog Pari Fo-Brang Gompa on the top of spectacular Durpin Hill (1372 m); its prayer hall has
impressive wall hangings, and we can see the monks at their prayers, with drums and trumpets, at 4.00 pm.
Stay 2 nights: Silver Oaks Hotel, Kalimpong, with all meals. (B, L, D)
14. Sun. 16 Nov. To the Brahmaputra River Cruise boat in remote Assam in India 's Northeast. After breakfast,
depart Kalimpong and drive down from the mountains to Bagdogra Airport (80 km 2.5 hours) for the short flight east
into Assam. Depart on Jet Airways flight 9W 602 at 12.50 pm, and arrive in Guwahati at 1.40 pm. Transfer to the
M.V. Mahabaahu on the Brahmaputra River and set sail for Sualkuchi, the silk-weavers village. See the whole process
of silk manufacture from cocoons, to spinning, dying and hand weaving inro exquisite saris. Enjoy spectacular river
sunsets most nights as we moor by the river banks and journey for 8 days/7 nights upstream on the huge Brahmaputra
River to Dibrugarh. (B, L, D)
15. Mon. 17 Nov. Cruising and sight-seeing.  After breakfast, transfer into small boats for a short cruise up a side
stream and a safari tour by jeep in Orang (or Rajiv Gandhi) National Park to view the very rare one-horned rhinos,
wild elephants, deer, migratory birds and other wildlife. Lunch in a forest rest house with a short visit to a local village,
before returning to our cruise boat to continue upstream. (B, L, D)
16. Tue. 18 Nov. Cruising and sight-seeing. A day spent mostly cruising, looking at life along the river banks and
islands, and watching out for Gangetic Dolphins. Make a short stop at one of the isolated tribal villages which can be
explored on foot. (B,L,D)
17. Wed. 19 Nov. Cruising and sight-seeing.  Arrive in the little trading town of Tezpur, to dock by its wide sandy
beach. Travel by car to visit the ruins of the 6th century Da Parbatia Temple which has a beautifully carved portal, and
then board cycle rickshaws to take us through the city bazaars to Cole Park with its collection of medieval stone
carvings saved from sites all through the region. See the bungalow once lived in by Alexander Bruce, pioneer of the
tea industry. Return to our boat for lunch, and continue sailing upstream. Pass under one of the few bridges spanning
the Brahmaputra - this one, 3.7 km in length, and after a short distance arrive at the delightful beach-side mooring of
Silghat with jungle back-drop in which many different species of butterflies abound. One can walk along the river bank
to a solitary Hindu Temple. After lunch, drive to Kaziranga N.P. HQ to take a jeep safari through woodlands and
grasslands of its Western Range and some useful lookout towers. With an area of 430 sq km, Kaziranga N.P., a
renowned World Heritage site, is home to over 1000 unique one-horned rhino, and, as well as seeing them, we may
also see gaurs (Indian bison), swamp deer, hog deer, sambar, wild elephants, wild buffalo, tigers, bears and birds.
Scan the wilderness from an observation tower, and then return to our cruise boat. (B,L,D)
18. Thu. 20 Nov. A day in Kaziranga N.P. and district. After breakfast in a park lodge, walk through terraced tea
gardens to a Karbi tribal village, and the drive to a Mising tribal village of bamboo huts raised on stilts. After lunch,
take a jeep safari into the little visited Eastern Range of the National Park searching for more wildlife, and return to our
cruise boat via an attractive Assamese village. (B,L,D)
19. Fri. 21 Nov. Cruising and sight-seeing. After breakfast, arrive at and begin exploring Majuli Island by car,
seeing water birds in its many lakes and swamps and its unique Vaishnavite Hindu Monasteries famous for their dance
drama performances. The whole island is short listed for UNESCO World Heritage status; it has an area of 825 sq km,
is 90 km long and has 2 towns and 238 villages. See the Kamalbari Monastery and the Tribal Museum at Auniati, and
have lunch in a local restaurant. Return to the boat and continue cruising further for an hour or two. (B,L,D)
20. Sat. 22 Nov. Cruising and sight-seeing.  After early breakfast, take a morning excursion by road to Sibsagar , the
one-time capital of the Ahom kings of Assam. Shan in their origins (the same as the Thais), they converted to
Hinduism and ruled Assam for about 700 years. See temples and palaces with distinctive architecture. See also the
Tocklai Tea Research Station to learn something about the region's most important industry; there is great rivalry
between the tea industries of Assam and the Darjeeling district. Return to our cruise boat for our last night on board.

21. Sun. 23 Nov. From Eastern Assam to Kolkata . Arrive in the old ciolonial town Dibrogharh, and one that was an
American base in World War 11, at the end of the Stilwell Road built to link India with China. After early lunch, transfer
to the airport and depart on Indian Airlines flight IC 206 at 11.35 am. Arrive in Kolkata at 1.05 pm and transfer to the
city and our hotel, with much of the afternoon at leisure. Stay 1 night: Hotel Taj Bengal. (B,L)
22. Mon. 24 Nov. Exploring Kolkata. In the late morning, check out of the hotel and spend much of the day enjoying
a guided sight-seeing tour of Kolkata on our last day in India - see major public buildings, temples, museums, the
Hooghly River and interesting streets of bazaars and craft industries. Return to the hotel for dinner and transfer to the
airport at 9.00 pm. Depart on Singapore Airlines flight SQ 517 at 11.50 pm. (B, L, D)




23. Tue. 25 Nov. Singapore and home. Arrive in Singapore at 6.30 am, and trasfer to flight SQ 219 to depart at
9.40 am, and arrive at Sydney at 8.15 pm. Arrangements can be made to stop over at extra cost.

STUDY TOUR ARRANGEMENTS

TRANSPORT: The party will travel to and from India with Singapore Airlines. The domestic flights will be with Jet
Airways and Indian Airlines. Overland travel will be by comfortable coaches and luxury river cruise boat.

TOUR LEADER: The Study Tour will be led by Colin Sale, Vice President of the Geographical Society of NSW. He
has organised and conducted more than 40 Study Tours for the Society, with this as the fifth Study Tour in India.
INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICE: Transport, tours and transfers as outlined in the itinerary, bed and breakfast
accommodation in first-class hotels, some additional meals as indicated, full board on the cruise, standard-grade
cabins on cruise boat ( * cabins can be up-graded to deluxe, etc, at extra cost), tours with English-speaking guides.
NOT INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICE: Passport and visa charges, all items of a personal nature including most meals
other than breakfasts, beverages, laundry, telephone charges, optional tours, departure taxes if applicable, travel
insurance, excess baggage charges, upgrades of cabin type on Brahmaputra cruise boat, medical expenses.
APPLICATION: A tour application form may be obtained from Colin in the office of ACR Tours & Travel or from the
Office Manager of Geographical Society Inc. Please complete the application form and send it with a deposit of $250
per person to the ACR Travel office at the addresses below.

Cheques should be made payable to ACR Travel & Tour s.

TOUR ORGANISER:
The Geographical Society of NSW
P.O. Box 162, Ryde, NSW, 1680.
Phone: (02) 9817 3647; Fax: 9817 4592
Email: geog@idx.com.au

TRAVEL ENQUIRIES:

ACR International Travel & Tours,
Level 5, 49 Market St., Sydney, 2000.
Phone: (02) 8252 8777; Fax: 8252 8919
Email: colsale@acrtravel.com.au

The Geographical Society
of New South Wales
1927 to 2008

Brochure illustrations & photos:
- Colin Sale







