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This Newsletter accompanies the brochure for the Best of South America Study 
Tour which is to be the first tour of 2011. It is a tour that has proved to be the most 
popular to date of all Study Tours run by the Geographical Society of New South 
Wales - and it will be my 7th  tour to this great continent on the other side of the 
South Pacific. It last ran as recently as 2007, and 2011 was initially considered to be 
too soon for it to run again, but this has been found not to be the case, and there is 
now considerable interest in South America again. The tour explores the most 
exciting destinations in 5 countries offering the best attractions - Chile, Peru, 
Bolivia, Brazil and Argentina, and uses the best available means of travel to see 
them. No other destination has so much variety to be seen and experienced in one 
month - great cities that are al] very different; massive mountains, lakes, and 
glaciers; some of the wettest rainforests and driest deserts of the world; interesting 
colourful cultures; amazing ruins from the past; and huge waterfalls. The real 
highlights are the national capitals of Santiago, Buenos Aires, Lima, and La Paz; the 
great harbour city of Rio de Janeiro, rivalling Sydney; the spectacular colonial 
centre of Cuzco; unique Machupicchu - the lost city of the Incas in the high Andes; 
wonderful Amazonia and its wildlife; the luxury train travel across the Altiplano to 
Lake Titicaca; the amazing views of Iguacu Falls from both the Brazilian and 
Argentinean sides; the sensational 2-day crossing of the Andes from Bariloche 
(Argentina) to Puerto Montt (Chile); and explorations of the great national parks of 
southern Chile and Patagonia. Enjoy a read of the brochure that accompanies this 
Newsletter, 
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Whether or not to include an Amazon "jungle experience" has always been 
controversial because of the hot and steamy environment and its adventurous nature, 
and, for some, it has been considered a bit too primitive or rugged, but I feel the 
world's greatest river and the rapidly changing rainforests of Amazonia should be 
part of a good South America tour, and so, it remains in the program. However, we 
now "do" Amazonia in style, staying in what is considered a "resort" with "luxury 
facilities in the jungle" - air conditioned cabins with en-suite bathroom. As a result 
of Amazonia's inclusion, this tour continues to offer the greatest possible latitudinal 
spread of any tour in the world - from close to the Equator in Iquitos, to 53 degrees 
south, and nearly touching Antarctica. 

While one could expect this 2011 tour to be considerably more expensive 
than the 2007 tour, it is surprisingly not very much more, and this is due to the fact 
that our exchange rate is so much better than it was 4 years ago, and we can now 
think of this as being the best possible time to be making the journey across the 
Pacific. But, even without taking the greatly improved exchange rate into account, 
this particular tour has always represented outstandingly good value for money 
because everything is booked directly with each country's national tour operators 
who now know me well, and the program is considered to be the best possible 
itinerary covering South America that can be achieved in one month. Although there 
are numerous domestic flights included, most surface travel is by excellent modern 
air-conditioned coaches, and some first class trains, and we have local knowledge- 
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